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intended to propose Poland—a step that was calculated to
undermine the unique significance of Franco-German re-
conciliation. On the 2jrd February, in a speech at Birming-
ham, Sir Austen gave substance to the general alarm by
allowing the impression to be conveyed that he had already
arranged with M. Briand to support Poland's claim. There
followed one of those spontaneous surges of public opinion
in Press and Parliament and in public meetings which are
an inherent, if incalculable, factor in our public life. Lord
Grey added his authority and prestige to the general out-
cry, and in a speech at Newcastle asserted that neither the
British, German, nor French Government should tie their
hands by any declarations beforehand, and urged that if
there was to be discussion of our admitting additional
nations to the Permanent Council, that discussion should
take place only after Germany had been admitted so that
Germany could take part in it.
On the ist March Sir Austen tried to allay anxiety by
meeting the League of Nations' Parliamentary Committee,
which consisted of members from all parties. He asked
for patience and for latitude; a principle was not at stake,
only a method of negotiation. We could persuade; it was
not open to us to dictate. Labour members were dis-
satisfied, and a debate was challenged and which took
place on 4th March. Once again Sir Austen was ambiguous
until confronted with a straight ' yes' or ' no' question
from Ramsay MacDonald as to whether any claim other
than Germany's would be admitted. He replied he was
not prepared to say * no * in any circumstances whatever.
He again asked for freedom of action. In spite of the
allegations of Mr. MacDonald that the Foreign Secretary
was pledged not merely to Poland but to Spain and
Brazil as well, and the personal plea of Mr. Lloyd George,
who remarked that never had he seen the public take the
conduct of afifairs so decisively from the Foreign Office, the
Prime Minister associated the Government to the full with

